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A CLASSY BUNCH: Equality between men and intellectual freedom were the values of Triune Lodge in the early days 
of Powell River. Papermakers and carpenters hobnobbed with the business and political elite. value equality

604.485.7676 
4487 Franklin Avenue 
pinetreeauto@shaw.ca

Congratulations Rolf on winning gold at SkillsBC.

We only hire the best!

4603 Marine Avenue • Make a reservation or just drop in • 604-485-0010 • www.treefrogbistro.com

Mother’s Day  
Lunch & Dinner 

Specials
 Refreshingly Different

Best Patio in Town!

New Business Hours
Sun-Thurs 11am until 8:30 pm
Friday and Saturday 11 am until 9 pm

 

Daily drink specials •  New delicious weekly menus •  Appies, light meals & entrees

Froggy hour: 2pm - 5pm

Pop culture typically portrays Free-
masonry as either a fraternity of 
silly men harmlessly enacting funny 
rituals (think of The Simpsons’ “Sa-
cred Order of the Stonecutters”), or 
as an eminently dangerous secret 
cult bent on world domination. 
Part three of a three-part series.
BY KEITH CARLSON

Neither is accurate, and both do much to obscure 
Freemasonry’s important history as a provider of char-
ity to those in need and as a fraternity promoting philo-
sophical principles for its members. 

In the context of Powell River, Freemasonry has ad-
ditionally been an important forum for nurturing de-
mocracy and building community. 

Freemasonry emerged as a fraternity in Scotland 

during the sixteenth century Reformation. To give 
structure to the brotherhood, the early Freemasons or-
ganized themselves into a progressive three-stage (de-
gree) system that emphasized each individual member’s 
role as a rational human being. 

In sixteenth and seventeenth-century Britain, Free-
mason’s lodges became havens for men seeking a cli-
mate of religious tolerance and intellectual freedom. 

At the time, Britain was still only marginally demo-
cratic; the Church and landed aristocracy wielded enor-
mous power. Masonic lodges provided safe spaces for 
those who wanted to think and speak freely, in confi-
dence, in the company of like-minded men. 

Modern Freemasonry may have been born out of de-
bates over religious freedom during the Reformation, 
but it came of age in the intellectual climate of the En-
lightenment. 

Central to eighteenth-century philosophy was the be-
lief that reason was a curative for superstition and blind 
faith. In Enlightenment Britain and its North American 
colonies, people increasingly believed that the existence 
of God could only be demonstrated through rational 
thinking, and that the world could only be understood 
through careful scientific observation. 

Knowledge, according to freemasons, could only be 
attained and advanced through careful, reasoned explo-

ration and observation of the natural world. 
Enlightenment philosophy is also prominently re-

flected in the masonic requirement that all members 
must profess a faith in a non-denominational Supreme 
Being, referred to in masonic ritual as the Great Archi-
tect of the Universe. 

In masonic tradition, God created and set the natural 
world in motion, but thereafter seldom, if ever, inter-
vened other than to provide humankind with the tools 
of reason. 

It is no coincidence that many of the early members 
of the British Royal Society of London (a learned society 
dedicated to the advancement of scientific reason) were 
Freemasons— men such as William Beckett, and Sirs 
Christopher Wren and Isaac Newton. 

By the early 1700s, Freemasons had established lodg-
es throughout all of Britain, and while the content of 
their degree work and meetings remained secret, mem-
bers no longer felt the need to keep the places and tim-
ing of their meetings so. 

And the Enlightenment ideal of equality between 
men (which so profoundly influenced British political 
reformers and the American founding fathers) found 
support in masonic ritual where men, regardless of 
rank, privilege, or creed “meet on the level and part on 
the square.”

Freemasons
“Back country or neighbourhood, trails 
take us on journeys of mind and feet. 
Come and share your journeys with 
others at one of these sessions.” 

- Patrick Brabazon, PRRD Board Chair 
and Area A director. 

Let us know which trails you 
value, so we can make a  

Regional Trails Plan

May 16, 7 pm
Northside Community Recreation Centre

May 17, 1 pm
Tla’amin Salish Centre

May 17, 7 pm
Elm Room, Powell River Rec Complex

May 18, 5:30 pm
Texada Community Hall

May 19, 7 pm
Lang Bay Hall

Look for the online survey at 
www.powellriverrd.bc.ca

In this region, volunteers have built an impressive network of 
trails - for hiking, mountain biking, running, walking, wheel-
chairs and trailriders, horseback riding and ATVs. 
Now, the Powell River Regional District needs your help to 

develop a Regional Trails Plan. With limited resources, which of 
the dozens of local trails should be prioritized for maintenance 
and protection? 
Whether you’re a hard-core trails enthusiast or a casual stroller, 

we’re hoping that you’ll come to a community meeting (see 

sessions, at right), or send your ideas in online. Trails are an 
essential part of the region’s high quality of life, and a draw for 
visitors from around the world. 
That’s why we’ve hired Brent Harley & Associates to help us 

realize our collective vision. The group helped Whistler build 
its Olympic Park, Fernie build its Alpine Resort, and Squamish 
realize its Sea-to-Sky Gondola. 
These are stunning amenities: an inspiraton for what we believe 

our trails can be. 

202 - 4675 Marine Avenue
Powell River, BC  V8A 2L2

604-485-2260
administration@powellriverrd.bc.ca

powellriverrd.bc.ca

Which trails should be protected?

Happy Trails

“As a dad, a cyclist, a hiker and a 
forester, I spend a lot of time in the 
woods. These trails are a top reason 
why life is so good here. Now your 
trails need you.” 

- Russell Brewer, City of Powell River 
rep to the PRRD Board. 

Duck Lake Trails • Gallagher Hill Trails • Hammil Lake Trails • Inland Lake 
Trails • Penticton Maze Trails • Savary Island Trails • South Powell Divide Trails 
Sunshine Coast Trail • Texada Island Trails • Willingdon Trails• And more!

The Raison d’Etre of every Regional District
is to provide services.

Services are either mandated by the province or voluntary by the people.

Every regional district is required by provincial mandate to deliver general 
administration, electoral area planning, solid waste management and 
emergency planning. 

Examples of voluntary services include parks; water supply; sewers; 
economic development; cemeteries; fire protection; house numbering; 
libraries; airports; and television re-broadcasting.

RDs do not do roads, policing and seldom street lighting. 


